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Is there a household in Syria that the war hasn't touched?

"There is not a single householdin Syria that the war has not touched." Before armed fighters set off a stunning

offensive last month,Assad's chokehold had split Syrian territory among regime and rebel forces - some of

which are backed by international powers,including the US and Turkey.

 

Is Syria a Shiite country?

The government is secular,but its closest ally is Iran,the most powerful Shiite country. Syria is a core part of

Iran's "axis of resistance" -- a network of countries and groups (including Hezbollah,Hamas and the Houthis)

that hopes to destroy Israel and reduce American influence in the Middle East.

 

Could Assad be a resupply route for Hezbollah?

Israeli officials have reveled in the downfall of Assad,a staunch ally of Iran who allowed his country to be

used as a resupply route for Hezbollah in Lebanon. But they also fear what could come from radical Islamists

governing Syria,which borders Israel in the occupied Golan Heights.

 

Is Syria a stalemate?

Until recently, Bashar al-Assad -- Syria's authoritarian president, who's responsible for much of the carnage --

seemed to be in a dominant position. His forces controlled about two-thirds of the country's territory, including

all the largest cities. The war seemed to have reached a stalemate.

 

Does Syria have a foothold in the Middle East?

"Syria is their only real foothold in the Middle East and the Mediterranean," said Eugene Rumer,the director

of the Russia and Eurasia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington. The

rebel victory,he said,has become "part of the price they are paying for the war in Ukraine." What is Israel

doing?

 

Will Biden support Syria?

Biden vowed to support Syria's neighborsduring the transition and to protect US personnel in their continued

mission against ISIS. The president said he plans to speak with his counterparts in the area "in the coming

days" and that US officials will deploy to the region.

4 ???&#0183; As a rebel alliance tries to create a transitional government for Syria, armed factions and

outside powers are still fighting to fill the void left by retreating government forces.

4 ???&#0183; The sanctions, which apply to Syrian businesses and any citizen dealing with Syria or with

Russian and Iranian entities in the country, are up for a five-year renewal this month.

Over the past 11 days, a rebel alliance charged through Syria in the boldest challenge to the Assad rule in
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years - following decades of brutal reign by the Assad dynasty marked by fighting ...

4 ???&#0183; The editorial board writer Farah Stockman argues that ending the sanctions on Syria is the best

way for America to help stabilize the country after the collapse of the Assad regime.

6 ???&#0183; The Israeli military on Tuesday said it had carried out about 480 strikes across the country over

the past two days, hitting most of Syria''s strategic weapon stockpiles, while Defense Minister ...

President Joe Biden on Sunday called the extraordinary fall of the Assad regime in Syria "a moment of risk"

and "historic opportunity" while offering a blueprint for how the US plans to ...

6 ???&#0183; The Israeli military on Tuesday said it had carried out about 480 strikes across the country over

the past two days, hitting most of Syria''s strategic weapon stockpiles, while ...

6 ???&#0183; Qatar will send its first official delegation to Damascus on Sunday to meet Syria''s interim

government and discuss reopening the Qatari embassy and enhancing humanitarian aid deliveries, a Qatari...
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